
By Georgia Hotton

Looking down from the sev-
enth floor of the Sino Pearl Ho-
tel in Xi’an, China, it seemed as
though I were looking at Chi-
nese history: past, present and
future.

The southeast corner of the
massive wall of the inner city
was just across the street. (Rent-
ing a tandem bicycle, a young
Chinese friend and I had ridden
the 13.7 kilometers around the
wall earlier in the day.) 

Originally built during the
Tang dynasty (618-907), it was
rebuilt as a stronger wall dur-
ing the Ming dynasty (1368-
1633). The north side of the
wall had just been restored in
May, thereby making the bicy-
cle tour possible.

One-third of the street in
front of the hotel is being torn
up by heavy equipment for ma-
jor repairs. Laborers with
picks and shovels dig 10-foot
deep trenches while others
lower, by rope, heavy cement
pipes into these trenches.

Traffic on the street below is
a maze of thoughtful chaos. Bi-
cycles, pedestrians, trucks,
taxis, scooters, buses, carts,
BMWs are all moving forward
wherever there is a minute
opening. 

No accidents
I choose the word “thought-

ful” because in two weeks of
traveling around the city, by bi-
cycle, taxi and bus, I didn’t see
a single accident or any road

rage.
There is apparently a city or-

dinance against using horns
and almost none are heard.
The whole scene seems harmo-
nious as distinct from the horn
honking melee of Cairo, Egypt,
for example.

Throughout Xi’an, tall
cranes are at work to build sky-
scrapers. Older buildings are
being demolished by men
wielding sledgehammers and
improvised levers made of old
pipes. Despite the incredible
activity, this is a relatively qui-
et city—a city that is famous as
the beginning of the Silk Road,
the original information su-
perhighway extending from
Xi’an to Rome.

An Wei, the president of the

Sino-American Society and
our host for the Global Volun-
teers, described China today as
more capitalist than the United
States, offering more freedom
to its people than the United
States. 

Certainly, it is recognized as
the world’s most economically
dynamic country. The May is-
sue of Newsweek suggests the
future belongs to China.

Through an Elder Hostel
service travel adventure, 14 of
us spent two to three weeks
working in Chinese schools
teaching English. Elder Hostel
works with Global Volunteers,
now working in 20 countries,
which was the first American
NGO (Non Government Orga-
nization) to send volunteers to
the People’s Republic of China.
Since 1996, they have spon-
sored 117 groups of guest
teachers.

Packed classrooms
I taught English in Xi’an’s

school # 83 to packed class-
rooms of 50 to 60 young
teenagers who were polite, at-
tentive and obviously eager to
learn. Their school day begins
at 7:15 in the morning and ends
at 6 in the evening. There is a
two and a half hour lunch
break. When 3000 students,
many of whom are wheeling
their bicycles from their in-
door parking lot, flow out of
the school yard, it is impres-
sively orderly and friendly.

In my classes, student ques-
tions ranged from “What do
you think about Hip Hop?” to
“What do you think about the
Taiwan problem?”

Knowing little about Hip
Hop, I turned the question
around and the class was en-
tertained by a solo perform-

ance from the questioner. 
In early May, government of-

ficials from Taiwan had met
with mainland officials and
progress is being made toward
improving relations. 

One night at dinner in the
Yongming Noodle Restaurant,
An Wei explained the history
of the nationalist vs. commu-
nist civil war going back to
1927, He fully believes there
will soon be only one China
and it looks as though relations
are improving dramatically to-
ward that goal.

As a university professor of
English, An Wei had been sent
off to work on a farm and live
in a cave during the Cultural
Revolution which began under
Mao in 1966. Yet, today, An Wei
is extremely optimistic about
China’s future and devotes his
life to improving friendly rela-
tions between China and the
United States. 

The Cultural Revolution
ended; Tiananmen Square
happened 15 years ago; both
are past events in China’s cur-
rent march forward.

New York Times columnist
Nicholas Kristof writes on
May 29, 2005: “There are plenty
of legitimate reasons to be an-
gry with China’s leaders, but
its trade success and exchange
rate policy are not among
them. The country that is dis-
torting global capital flows and
destabilizing the world econo-
my is not China but the U.S.
American fiscal recklessness

is a genuine international
problem, while blaming Chi-
nese for making shoes effi-
ciently amounts to a protec-
tionist assault on the global
trade system.”

Economy booming
At the same time the Chinese

economy is booming, the lead-
ers are committed to maintain-
ing economic stability. The fo-
cus is on the 2008 Olympic
games. The focus is on clean-
ing up the environment. While
they have a long way to go be-
cause of a heavy dependence
on the use of soft coal as an en-
ergy source, they are using
more and more natural gas.
The taxis of Xi’an—there are
thousands of them—are fueled
by natural gas.

Education is a top priority.
English teachers in School #83
only teach two 45-minute class-
es per day. The rest of the time
is spent on preparation and
correcting student work. Top
teachers are sent at govern-
ment expense to study abroad.

With a population of 1.3 bil-
lion and English being a re-
quired subject from the early
grades on, China already has
more English speakers than

there are in the United States.
When the United States at-

tempts to block textile imports
from China, we should not be
surprised if China tries to
block Caterpillar imports from
the United States. 

Ultimately, China can be one
of our biggest markets. Friend-
ship between our countries is
critical to both of us. For both of
us it can be a great win, win
scene. Without friendship, there
can only be losers on both sides.

For those seeking challeng-
ing, enlightening adventure
travel, I highly recommend El-
derhostel service trips or go di-
rectly to Global Volunteers at
globalvolunteers.org on the Internet.

Other personal highlights of
this trip included a visit to the
site of the Terra Cotta Army,
discovered in 1974 and being
described as the eighth wonder
of the world, and a cable car
ride up to the north peak of
Huang Shan mountain. 

Altogether it was the most
exciting trip I have ever taken.
Georgia Hotton has lived in The
Villages in Green Valley since 1997
minus two years with the Peace Corps in
Latvia. She was born in Indiana, grew
up in Wisconsin and spent most of her
life in Taos, N. M.
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CRUISE SPECIALSCRUISE SPECIALS

ALASKA–7 days from $499

CARIBBEAN –7 days from $599

TRANS-ATLANTIC–13 days from $999

Prices are per person, cruise only, based on double occupancy.  Airfare, transfers, govern-
ment fees of $32 - 46.21 and air taxes are additional. Subject to availability. Certain restric-
tions apply. British, Gibraltar and Bermudan registries.

This new Summer Series may be continued depending upon public interest and the availability of local Green Valley

residents whose experiences in foreign lands are brought to life through their own photographs or videos. 

To suggest future speakers contact Friends of the GV Library 

Program Chairman Ronald Brill, 398-5081, or email rbrill@earthlink.net

Illustrated World Travel

SUMMER SERIES
Presented by Friends of the Green Valley Library

These FREE programs are in the GV Library Auditorium, 

located at La Canada and Desert Bell.

Wednesday, July 13, 2005 • 2 pm

Exploring the Philippine
Visayan Islands

COMING 
UP

August 10 • 2 pm
An African 

Photo Safari
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LIFE-SIZED sculptures of warriors stand upright in the pit where they were unearthed in 1974 in Xi’an. The
Terracotta warriors are among 8,000 pottery soldiers and horses, created and buried 2,200 years ago to guard the
tomb of China's first emperor, Qin Shin-huang of the Qin Dynasty.

China’s move forward is dynamic
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GEORGIA Hotton takes in the “Elegant Ladies” monument at the new Tang
Paradise park in Xi’an, China, where she taught English.
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ORIGINALLY BUILT during the Tang dynasty (618-907), Xi’an’s wall was
made stronger during the Ming dynasty (1368-1633).
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IN XI’AN there is a city ordinance against using horns and almost none
are heard, despite the amount of traffic.
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